ADUMASA NEWS – Winter 2010

UK NEWS-

Devon Schools

Kingsbridge Community College, together with Thurlestone and West Alvington Primary Schools, have been successful in their bid to join a British Council scheme to link with the schools in Adumasa and Bedaase for educational and cultural exchanges. The British teachers have just returned from a short visit to Ghana over half-term, and the Ghanaian teachers have a return visit in May, we are hoping that Mr Appiah-Fei, our full-time Ghanaian administrator, will be accompanying them.

Thurlestone and West Alvington Primary Schools continue to come up with imaginative ways to raise funds for ADUMASA. Thank you kids, you are making a real difference to the childrens lives.

Kingsbridge Community College have been busily raising funds for the teachers to take out and spend on their trip. There is also a group of Kingsbridge students planning to visit Adumasa this summer.

GHANA NEWS-

Autumn Trip 2009

Firstly, we would like to thank everyone who gave us donations to take out to Ghana in Oct/Nov 2009. These included stationary items, secondhand football kits from Stockport Junior Football clubs, and some games and toys. With the monetary donations we were able to purchase:- 1 computer, 2 bookcases, a computer desk and chair, a blackboard for Chiransa nursery, sports equipment, reading and reference books and 1 lollipop for every child!!!
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Poetry competition and prize giving

Whilst Pam and Alice were in Ghana the three primary schools held their first poetry competition, and we were asked to judge. Poems were on the theme of Ghana, and we can safely say that Ghanaians are very proud of their country. Prizes, donated by a sponsor, were presented for the best three poems from each school. There were also prizes for the best girl and boy in each of the top three classes at each of the primary schools. There then followed much dancing!  

<- Some of the prizes being received (Book bags, geometry sets, calculator, pencil case, etc)
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Adumasa

The major achievement of the trip was the handing over of a piece of land purchased some time ago from the Chief of Adumasa, (it has taken some years to sort out the legal stuff). Discussions are underway with our Ghanaian partners as to how we shall use this land.  Another photo op for the chief though (in the ‘man cloth’)! 

The Senior High School(SHS) is now in it’s second year and further students were enrolling whilst we were there. The new boys dormitory was completed (and quickly occupied) whilst we were there. Discussions with the heads of the primary and High schools has given us a list of projects for fund-raising, including a new girls dormitory, new science lab and new home economics room. A room has been identified for the new computer lab, and since our visit 4 computers have been installed.

Bedaase

Enough blocks have been made, and enough money raised for roofing, to now start building the new kitchen and dining room. The kindergarten is also due to move into a new room that will be attached to the Curtis Block, and the existing kindergarten and dining room will be converted into teachers accommodation, to aid recruitment and retention of teachers to the school.

Chiransa
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The second two classrooms of the Gustav Adolf block are now complete to roof level, and the Austrian churches are continuing to fund-raise to complete the new classroom block and to provide a library and new dining hall. The teachers at Chiransa are an enthusiastic bunch and the school is thriving.

<- The Rotary Club in Kumasi have paid for the installation of a very smart new toilet block for use by the school and village. So Chiransa has been transformed in a few short years all due to the generosity of people like you.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

An anonymous donation from Europe paid for some secondhand computers for the JSS and SHS students to learn about the exciting new world of IT! This brings the total number of computers to 4; we had none back in the summer, so we’re doing well. Here are the Senior High School (SHS) students with the new (to them) computers ->

We now have people supporting ADUMASA across Europe and in the USA; which is impressive considering how small a charity we are. Thank you all very much for all your support.

FUNDRAISING

The Christmas fund-raising season was better than we had expected, but it continued to be another difficult year for Ghanaian craft sales. On a positive note our new venture of selling Phoenix Christmas Cards raised over £200 in the run up to Christmas, and we are now offering Phoenix greeting cards all year round – please contact Alice Knight for a brochure, on 01392 270922, or type the following into your browser www.phoenix-trading.eu/web/aliceknight to see all the products online.

Please pray that people’s hearts (and purses) will be opened to help the projects in Ghana as we look forward to 2010; particularly since we have an ever growing list of needs in Ghana. Find us at Totnes Elizabethan Market every Tuesday from May until Sept, at South Hams Vintage Machinery Rally & Loddiswell Horticultural Show in early August and Kingsbridge Show in early Sept... and any other events that we hear of, or you tell us about, in Devon!

DONATIONS

Although sales were down, donations over the Christmas period were incredibly generous. Many thanks to all of you who were involved, we promise to use you donations wisely to improve the lives of the children and teachers.

GET INVOLVED

If you have a few spare hours, as a regular or one off helper, it would be really great to hear from you. Also if you know of events where we might have a stall selling Ghanaian crafts (or car boot type items) then please let us know. As a charity we rely entirely on donations and the money we can raise at fundraising events, everyone in this country is a volunteer and administration costs are kept to an absolute minimum. Please support us with your time, money and by spreading the word about ADUMASA to your friends and family.

If you want to find out more about regularly giving, or the projects we are involved with, then please check out our website at www.ADUMASA.org.

*******************************************************************************************************************

Contact us: Pam Latimer on 01548 561141, or post to Rivendell, South Milton, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3JG

